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Conestoga  to  receive  $2.7  million 

Pilot  project  for  specific  learning  disability  students 

^ 1 


By  Donna  Fierheller 

Conestoga  College  is  one  of 
eight  sites  to  receive  provincial 
funding  totaling  $30  million  for 
pilot  projects  designed  to  help 
students  with  specific  learning  dis- 
abilities. 

Special  needs  co-ordinator 
Marian  Mainland,  who  submitted 
the  proposal,  said  the  college  will 
receive  approximately  $2.7  million 
over  a five-year  period  ending  in 
2002. 

Mainland  said  the  college  will  be 
able  to  do  more  for  students  with 
specific  learning  disabilities  such 
as  dyslexia,  and  will  create  six 
new  staff  positions. 

“We’ve  got  almost  $100,000  to 
upgrade  the  Owen  Lackenbaur  lit- 
eracy lab  to  Pentiums  (computers). 
Then  we’re  going  to  have  all  of  the 
newest  adaptive  technologies  for 
students  with  learning  disabilities 
voice  output  computers,  voice 
input,  hand  scanners  where  they 
can  scan  the  text  and  wear  a micro- 
phone and  it  will  read  out  to  fiiem 
what  they  are  scanning.  We  can  get 
them  books  on  tape.” 

Mainland  said  the  program  can 
start  now  that  the  contract  is 
signed. 

College  president  John  Tibbits 
signed  a contract  on  June  23  con- 
firming the  participation  of 
Conestoga  College  in  the  Ontano 
government  initiative,  as  had  been 
announced  in  the  May  5 budget 
speech  by  Ontario  Finance 
Minister  Ernie  Eves. 

Tibbits,  Mainland  and 
Conestoga’s  vice-president  of 
finances,  Kevin  Mullan,  met  with 
Bonnie  Tiffin,  administrative 
director  of  the  learning  oppoituni- 


ties  task  force,  and  Heather 
Sinclair,  management  consultant, 
in  the  Student  Client  Services 
Building. 

During  an  interview  before  the 
meeting.  Mainland  said  the  task 
force  was  formed  under  the 
Ministry  of  Education  and 
Training  in  May  1997.  It  is  chaired 
by  former  minister  of  education 
Bette  Stevenson,  who  was  in 
charge  of  setting  the  criteria  and 
establishing  the  proposal  process 
for  the  pilot  project. 

Mainland  said  Stevenson  “had 
written  Bill  82,  part  of  a special 
education  act,  so  she  had  an 
incredible  experience  working 
with  disabled  students.” 

The  selection  process  had  to  be 
blind,  said  Mainland,  which  meant 
no  references  to  anything  that 
could  identify  which  instimtion 
was  making  which  proposal, 
including  the  name  and  location  of 
the  college  or  university.  The  pro- 
posals were  designed  individually 
and  were  detailed  in  how  the  insti- 
tutions planned  to  use  the  funds  to 
improve  services  to  help  smdents 
with  specific  learning  disabilities. 
Mainland  said. 

Sinclair  said  in  response  to  invi- 
tations to  submit  proposals,  the 
task  force  received  34  proposals 
from  21  colleges  and  13  universi- 
ties. 

Of  those,  Sinclair  said,  13  post- 
secondary institutions  were  chosen 
to  take  part  in  the  eight  pilot 
projects,  with  four  institutions 
combined  in  one  area,  three  in 
another,  and  six,  including 
Conestoga,  in  individual  instim- 
tions. 

Mainland  said  the  pilot  project  is 
specifically  aimed  at  helping  sm- 


dents who  meet  the  Canadian 
Psychological  Association’s  defi- 
nition of  learning  disabilities: 
disabilities  that  are  neurologically- 
based  information  processing 
problems  that  occur  in  individuals 
with  average  to  above  average 
intelligence;  that  cause  a discrep- 
ancy between  the  person’s  poten- 
tial and  achievement;  that  are 
life-long  conditions  manageable 
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From  left  are  Heather  Sincl^r,  managerrv^^  for  the  learning  opportunities  task  force, 

Sonest^fpresfdent  John  TibbNs.  Bonnie  Tiffin,  administrative  *e«or  °f  the  task^ 

Mainland,  social  needs  co-ordinator.  The  group  met  to  sign  the  contract  for  the  pilot  project  June  23 
in  the  student  client  services  building  at  Doon  campus.  (Photo  by  Donna  Fierheiier) 


Marian  Mainland,  special  needs  co-ordinator,  looks  over  the 
contract  signed  by  college  president  John  on_June^^^^^^ 

with  support  and  direction;  and 
that  can  be  diagnosed  by  a psy- 
chologist or  other  appropriately- 
qualified  professional,  using  a 
battery  of  tests. 

The  target  groups  at  Conestoga 
College  for  the  project  are  year 
one  smdents  with  such  disabilities 
who  are  accepted  into  1998/99 
programs  (potentially  75-KX)  sm- 
dents, who  will  make  up  65  per 
cent  of  the  group),  and  remrning 
smdents  currently  registered  with 
the  special  needs  office,  or  identi- 
fied as  having  such  disabilities 
during  the  1998/99  academic  year 
(potentially  200  smdents,  of  whom 
35  per  cent  will  make  up  the  rest 
of  the  group).  Mainland  said. 

Tiffin  said  she  hopes  everybody 
will  stick  to  their  (individual)  pro- 
grams and  the  way  their  instimtion 
wanted  to  handle  it.  “The  mandate 
of  the  task  force  and  Stevenson 
was  not  to  have  a diluted  pro- 
gram,” she  said. 

“Hopefully,  what  will  come  out 
of  it,  as  in  all  good  pilot  projects, 
is  a system  or  policy  that  will  be 
given  to  everybody  and  funded, 
after  the  pilots  are  successful.” 

She  said  the  ultimate  goal  is  that 
any  programs  that  are  developed 
will  help  all  smdents,  not  just  sm- 
dents who  learn  differently. 

For  now,  smdents  with  the  spe- 
cific disabilities  at  Conestoga  will 
receive  more  help,  starting  in 
September,  said  Mainland.  She 
has  worked  since  December  1997 
on  researching,  getting  togeflier 
(see  Funding  - page  3) 
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Temporary  bylaw  outrages  private  sector 


private  sector  illegally. 

“Conestoga  nursing  students 
began  phazing  out  over  two  years 
ago,”  said  Brenda  Smellie,  manag- 
er of  the  residence. 

John  Skinner,  the  hospital’s 
lawyer,  said  renting  out  these 
rooms  helps  subsidize  the  costs  of 
running  the  residence,  and  the 
hospital  has  been  renting  out  its 
rooms  for  about  1 8 years. 


By  Casey  Johnson 
and  Amanda  Fickling 


The  Stratford  area  hotel/motel 
assosiation  is  seeking  an  injunc- 
tion to  prevent  Stratford  General 
Hospital  from  renting  rooms  to  the 
public  in  the  former  Conestoga 
College  nursing  residence. 

The  association  is  claiming  that 
the  hospital  is  entering  into  the 


The  facility  was  able  to  operate 
for  that  period  without  proper 
zoning  until  the  Stratford  Area 
Hotel/Motel  Association  com- 
plained about  the  residence  inter- 
fering with  their  business,  said 
Skinner. 

Mike  Mitchell,  lawyer  for  the 
Stratford  Area  Hotel/Motel 
Association,  said  the  association 
is  upset  because  the  hospital  is 
operating  an  activity  in  an  unau- 
thorized zone. 

He  said  no  one  in  the  city  is 
entitled  to  do  the  same  as  the 
hospital,  therefore  the  hospital 
should  abide  by  regular  zoning 
bylaws. 

If  the  hospital  was  not 
subsidized  by  the  government,  and 
it  was  competing  on  equal  footing 
with  the  private  sector,  his  clients 
would  not  have  a problem,  he  said. 

Stratford  councillor  and  Con- 
estoga College  teacher  Michael 
Dale,  who  made  a motion  to  pass 
the  bylaw  and  voted  in  favor  of  it, 
said,  an  issue  surrounding  coun- 
cil’s decision  on  the  temporary 
bylaw  is  that  the  Stratford  Festival 
TTieatre  is  publicly  funded. 

Lower-income  tax-paying  citi- 
zens should  have  access  to  it, 
through  less  expensive  lodgings, 
he  said. 

Dale  added,  “The  hospital  should 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  go 
through  with  the  planning  process. 
This  will  give  the  community  a 
The  Stratford  General  Hospital  has  been  granted  a temporary  chance  to  voice  their  concerns,  and 

zoning  permit  to  run  the  old  Conestoga  College  nurse’s  residence  will  allow  problems  to  come  to 

as  a hotel  for  the  summer.  (Photo  by  Amanda  Fickling)  light  and  be  dealt  with.” 


Retiring  teacher  receives 
a fond  farewell  celebration 


By  Donna  Fierheller 

A retirement  party  held  June  18 
for  an  electrical  skills  department 
teacher  may  have  to  be  repeated. 

George  Woods  said  he  will  take 
about  a month  off,  then  be  back  in 
September  to  teach  classes 
part-time. 

“We’re  going  to  do  this  every 
year,”  he  quipped  to  about  50  peo- 
ple gathered  for  the  occasion  at  the 
Doon  Valley  Golf  Club,  a short 
distance  from  Conestoga  College’s 
Doon  campus. 

Mary  Love,  from  electrical 
engineering,  introduced  faculty 
and  students  who  gave  gifts  to 
Woods. 

College  president  John  Tibbits 
was  unable  to  attend  because  he 
had  a contract  negotiation 
meeting  scheduled.  A letter 
congratulating  Woods  was 
received  from  Tibbits.  It  said 
“George  never  shows  up  without  a 
jacket  and  tie.” 

Hans  Zawada,  chair  of  trades  and 
apprenticeships,  thanked  Woods 
for  his  contributions  to  the  college. 
He  said  Woods  was  key  in  setting 
up  electrical  engineering  programs 
at  Conestoga  College. 

Zawada  said,  “I  hope  to  see  you 
right  back  in  the  saddle  in 
September.” 

lx)ve,  the  master  of  ceremonies, 
said  the  program  allows  students 
taking  the  two-year  program  to 
return  for  a third  year  to  obtain  a 


diploma  as  a certified  engineering 
technologist. 

Woods  also  initiated  the  electri- 
cal motor  and  repair  apprentice- 
ship program,  said  Love.  “It’s 
pretty  unique  in  the  province. 
There  may  be  only  one  other 
college  in  Ontario  that  has  this 
program.” 

A few  surprises  were  in  store  for 
Woods,  escorted  to  the  party  by 
his  wife,  Beverly,  son  Larry,  and 
92-year-old  father,  Cedric. 


“I’ve  been  George’s 
lackey  for  the  last  eight 
years.” 

JeffUniac,  engineering  faculty 


A senior  human  resource 
representative  from  Rockwell 
Automation  Canada  Inc., 
Cambridge,  said  he  is  pleased  with 
the  work  done  by  about  50 
Conestoga  students  from  the 
tech  program  hired  by  Rockwell. 

Ross  Russell  said  although  some 
of  them  have  been  laid  off, 
Rockwell  hopes  to  be  able  to  hire 
them  back.  “We  have  had  no  prob- 
lems with  any  of  them.” 

Russell  announced  that  an  aimual 
award  of  $250,  called  the 
Rockwell  Automation  - George 


Woods  award,  will  be  given  to  a 
Conestoga  student  to  encourage 
academic  excellence,  good  attitude 
and  workplace  ethics. 

Woods  said,  “I’m  shocked  and 
overwhelmed  that  they  (Rockwell) 
would  do  such  a thing.” 

The  first  Rockwell  Automation  - 
George  Woods  award  was  then 
presented  to  Gary  Stewart,  going 
into  third  year  of  the  program 
which  he  will  finish  in  September. 

Laura  Gallagher,  a former  stu- 
dent of  Woods,  spoke  for  about  20 
other  students  who  came  from 
Rockwell  for  the  retirement  party. 
“George,  you  really  influenced  my 
life,”  she  said. 

“He  always  went  beyond  his  duty 
as  a teacher,  spending  extra  time 
helping  students,”  she  said. 

Dave  Gamer,  engineering  teach- 
er, encouraged  those  who  know 
Woods  to  write  letters  and  sign  a 
form  nominating  him  for  the 
Aubrey  Hagar  award  for 
excellence  in  teaching. 

Since  1985,  Woods  has  also 
worked  on  health  and  safety 
subcommittees.  Co-ordinator  Kim 
Radigan  said  Woods  was  a 
pleasure  to  work  with,  and  told 
him  he  would  receive  a plaque. 

Other  gifts  included  a table  made 
by  woodworking  students  and  an 
official  Skills  Canada  international 
competition  T-shirt  presented  by 
Bill  Harrison. 

Dave  Gamer  also  read  a poem 
written  by  staff  at  the  Beer’s 


Kevin  Mullan,  Conestoga’s 
vice-president  of  finance  and 


“It’s  a load  of  nonsense.” 


Mike  Mitchell, 
lawyer  for  the  Stratford 
HotehMotel  Association 


administration  said,  “Even  when 
Conestoga’s  nursing  students  were 
there,  the  hospital  rented  out 
rooms,  if  it  was  not  filled  to 
capacity  with  our  nursing 
students.” 

Mitchell  said  the  hospital  has 
not  been  mnning  the  residence  in 
this  manner  for  the  past  18  years, 
and  there  is  nothing  that  supports 
that  claim. 

“It’s  a load  of  nonsense,”  said 
Mitchell. 

He  said  if  the  hospital  has  been 
mnning  for  that  long,  then  it  has 
been  small-scale,  and  low-level. 

Skinner  said  he  believes  that  a 
permanent  bylaw  is  in  the  public’s 
interest. 

“First,  it  brings  revenue  into  the 
hospital  to  offset  the  cost  of  the 
facility.  Second,  it  gives  students, 
seniors  and  lower  income  families 
a chance  to  see  Stratford’s  festival 
at  a more  reasonable  rate,  if 
accommodation  is  necessary. 

“The  dormitory  style  of  the 
hospital’s  residence  is  not  in  direct 


competition  with  the  hotels  and 
motels,”  said  Skinner. 

Rates  for  the  residence  is  $45  for 
a single  room  and  $50  for  a dou- 
ble, including  a full  breakfast. 

Various  local  hotel/motel  rates 
range  from  $58  to  $200. 

Mitchell  said  the  hospital  has  just 
recently  begun  to  describe  the 
residence  as  a place  for  people  in  a 
lower-income  bracket  to  stay. 

He  also  suggested  that  the 
hospital  is  now  trying  to  cover 
its  tracks  by  saying  the  residence 
is  similar  to  a dormitory  and  not 
like  other  hotels,  only  after 
realizing  it  was  doing  something 
wrong. 

In  fact,  he  said,  the  hospital  has 
been  advertising  as  a hotel  in 
various  hotel  association  booklets. 

Skinner  said  the  residence  is 
listed  in  advertising  pamphlets  but 
under  a general  heading  of  bed  and 
breakfast,  hotels  and  various 
accomodations. 

“The  types  of  residences  are 
described  in  the  pamphlets  in  some 
detail.  They  list  how  many  rooms 
there  are,  where  the  washrooms 
are  located  and  the  style  of 
residence,  et  cetera.,”  said  Skinner. 

He  said  if  an  Ontario  municipal 
board  hearing  is  granted  to  the 
hotel/motel  association  to  try  and 
overturn  Stratford  council’s 
decision  to  grant  the  bylaw  to  the 
hospital,  the  hospital’s  chances  to 
keep  the  bylaws  are  very  good. 

The  hospital  wants  the  temporary 
zoning  bylaw  permit  made 
permanent. 


George  Woods  opens  an  empty  box,  which  originally  contained  a 
camcorder  that  was  presented  to  him  at  the  end  of  his  retirement 
party.  (Photo  by  Donna  Fierheller) 


Dozen  donut  shop  across  from  the 
college,  where  he  said  Woods 
spent  a lot  of  time.  Woods  said,  “I 
just  go  over  to  bring  Dave  back.” 

Another  surprise  was  a video  of 
highlights  of  Woods’s  life,  made 
by  engineering  faculty  member 
Jeff  Uniac,  who  introduced  him- 
self as  “George’s  lackey  for  the 
last  eight  ye^s.” 

Included  with  a running 
commentary  were  pictures  of 
Woods’s  family  in  1952,  George 
and  Beverly  at  16  years  old  and 
their  wedding  45  years  ago. 

Uniac  said  Woods  completed 
high  school  at  age  41  and  was  the 
top  student  in  Brant  County,  ahead 
of  83  others  half  his  age.  Woods 
graduated  from  McMaster 
University  in  1981  with  a degree 
in  political  science,  Uniac  said. 

Uniac  told  Woods  the  video  was 


made  in  fun. 

“I  hate  you,”  replied  Woods. 

Throughout  the  party,  Uniac ’s 
son,  Joseph,  had  been  using  a cam- 
corder that  came  from  an  empty 
wrapped  box,  to  record  the  event. 
He  then  handed  it  to  Woods. 

Love  summed  up  by  saying,  “If 
you’re  lucky,  once  in  a life-time 
you  get  to  work  with  a person  like 
George,  and  we’re  not  letting  him 
get  away.” 

In  a Aank-you  speech.  Woods 
said,  “There  are  three  difficult 
things  to  do:  Climb  a fence  that’s 
leaning  backwards;  kiss  a girl 
that’s  leaning  forwards;  and  know 
what  to  say  at  a time  like  this.” 

Woods  thanked  his  wife  for 
everything  she  does  for  him.  “I’m 
getting  all  the  glory  here,”  he  said, 
“but  I never  could  have  done  it 
without  her.” 
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Part-time  journalism  teacher  launches  book 


By  Michael  Hilborn 

Sex,  drugs,  intrigue,  murder  and 
allegations  of  police  corruption  — 
these  are  all  ingredients  of 
contemporary  fiction. 

They  dso  form  the  basis  of  a new 
book  by  Eugene  McCarthy,  for- 
merly a court  reporter  and  current- 
ly general  assignment  reporter  for 
the  Kitchener- Waterloo  Record. 

McCarthy  has  also  been  a part- 
time  journalism  teacher  at  the 
Doon  campus  of  Conestoga 
College  for  the  last  two  years, 
where  he  teaches  first-year  stu- 
dents the  procedures  of  covering 
city  hall  and  the  courts. 

The  Biker,  the  Stripper  and  the 
Cop  is  the  true  story  of  one  of  the 
longest-running  trials  in  Canadian 
history. 

McCarthy  has  worked  for  the 
Record  for  37  years,  and  in  that 
period  he  has  established  many 
contacts  and  friends  in  the  legal 
community  and  on  the  regional 
police  force. 

When  the  book  made  its  official 
debut  at  a special  book  launching 
at  Kitchener’s  Walper  Hotel  on 
June  16,  many  of  the  city’s 
lawyers,  judges  and  police  officers 
were  in  attendance. 

Peter  Hambly  is  a criminal 
lawyer  who  defended  Kevin 
Hawkins,  a regional  police  officer, 
in  the  trial  that  the  book  describes 

Hambly  was  among  the  many 
people  who  bought  an  auto- 
graphed copy  of  McCarthy’s  book. 

Hambly  said  he  has  known 
McCarthy  since  he  first  started 
practising  law  in  1975. 


“I  think  Gene  (McCarthy)  is  an 
excellent  reporter.  He  seems  to 
have  a lot  of  friends  here,  from  all 
sides  of  the  track,”  he  said.  “He’s  a 
good  communicator.” 

When  asked  his  impression  of 
the  book,  Hambly  laughed  and 
said,  “I  haven’t  read  it  yet,  but  I 
created  it.” 

Tom  Brock,  also  a Kitchener 
criminal  lawyer,  said  he  has 
known  McCarthy  for  15  years. 
“He’s  respected  not  only  by  the 
defence  counsels,  the  Crowns,  the 
judiciary,  but  as  well  by  the  local 
police  for  his  fairness  and  thor- 
oughness,” Brock  said. 

Catherine  Whiteman,  the 
executive  director  of  the  Waterloo 
Law  Association,  was  one  of  the 
people  who  organized  the  event. 
She  said  she  has  known  McCarthy 
for  1 1 years. 

“Gene’s  been  a fixture  in  the  law 
library  for  years,”  she  said.  “He’s  a 
good  example  to  young  people.  He 
takes  his  job  seriously,”  said 
Whiteman. 

McCarthy  said  one  of  the  reasons 
he  wrote  the  book  was  because  the 
trial  took  so  long. 

“The  case  itself  took  nine-and-a- 
half  years  to  complete,”  said 
McCarthy.  “I  had  watched  the  case 
from  the  very  beginning  and  fol- 
lowed it  all  the  way  through  the 
courts  and  often  thought  that  it 
would  make  a good  book.” 
McCarthy  said  the  reason  the 
case  took  so  long  was  because 
there  were  two  major  issues  to  be 
decided,  and  eventually,  the  matter 
went  to  the  Supreme  Court  on 
three  occasions. 


“The  real  facts  of  the  case  were 
only  aired  in  a preliminary  hearing 
during  a 13-month  period  between 
1988  and  1989  and  never  really 
got  to  trial,”  he  said. 

“In  October  of  1997,  the  Crown, 
after  many  years  of  trying,  finally 
decided  to  withdraw  all  the 
charges  against  Hawkins  and 
Morin.” 

Claude  Morin,  former  president 


of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Satan’s 
Choice  motorcycle  club,  had  been 
charged  with  conspiracy  to 
obstruct  justice. 

McCarthy  said  Hawkins  has 
since  filed  a lawsuit  against  the 
regional  police  and  certain  offi- 
cials in  the  Attorney  General’s 
office.  He  has  retained  trial  lawyer 
James  Neeb  as  counsel. 

McCarthy  said  the  book  took  him 


(Photo  by  Michael  Hilborn) 

nine  months  to  write  and  he  decid- 
ed to  publish  it  himself  after  being 
turned  down  by  two  major 
publishers. 

The  Biker,  the  Stripper  and  the 
Cop  is  printed  under  an  indepen- 
dent label  by  English  Garden 
Publishers,  of  New  Hamburg.  It’s 
available  at  Wordsworth  in  Water- 
loo, as  well  as  other  independent 
bookstores.  The  retail  price  is  $15. 


College  Biosciences  Association 
holds  conference  at  Doon  campus 


Canadian  identification  group 
to  hold  conference  at  Doon 


The  21st  annual  conference  of 
the  Canadian  Identification 
Society  will  take  place  June  29 
to  July  3 at  the  Doon  campus  of 
Conestoga  College. 

Conference  chairman  Brent 
WaUcer,  second  vice-president  of 
the  organization,  said  the  con- 
ference will  be  co-hosted  by 
Conestoga  College  and  the 
Waterloo  Regional,  Guelph,  and 
Brantford  police  services. 

“It’s  the  first  time  the  confer- 
ence is  hosted  by  anything  oflier 
than  a police  organization.” 
Walker,  a law  and  security 
administration  teacher  at 
Conestoga  College,  said  he’s 
been  a member  of  the  profes- 
sional organization  for  crime 
scene  specialists  since  1981. 

“It’s  similar  to  the  type  of 
organizations  doctors  or  dentists 
have  and  the  International 
Association  for  Identification  in 


the  United  States  equivalent” 

He  said  they  have  members 
from  across  Canada  and  some 
from  the  United  States  and  some 
belong  to  both  organizations, 
“We  even  have  a few  members 
from  overseas  who  belong  to  the 
organization,”  said  Walker. 

As  part  of  the  conference, 
attendees  will  spend  a day  learn- 
ing how  to  use  four  different 
investigative-related  computer 
programs.  Walker  said. 

“Computers  have  really 
changed  the  way  that  we  deal 
with  physical  evidence,”  he  said. 

Walker  said  computers  are 
used  for  many  different  things  in 
police  work,  from  storing  and 
cataloging  fingerprints  to  crime- 
scene  drawings. 

“Computers  will  put  you  on 
the  right  track.  It’ll  say  this  is 
who  I think  the  person  is.”  said 
Walker,  adding  that  the  final 
confirmation  still  has  to  be  made 
by  a human  being. 


Funding  for  pilot  project  approved 


By  Jeannette  Altwegg 

This  year’s  College  Biosciences 
Association  professional  develop- 
ment conference  took  place  at  the 
Doon  campus  of  Conestoga 
College  on  June  1 1 and  12. 

Most  of  the  20  teachers  who 
attended  the  conference  would 
have  had  to  pay  for  their  trips  out 
of  their  own  pockets  due  to  low 
professional  development  funding 
in  colleges,  said  Paul  Latour,  con- 
ference chair  and  vice-president  of 
the  association. 

“It  is  part  of  the  teachers’  com- 
mitment to  their  own  professional 
development,”  he  said. 

Latour,  who  teaches  biological 
sciences  and  physics  at  Doon,  said 
the  organization  was  started  by  a 
group  of  biology  teachers  from 
across  Ontario  in  1987  at  Humber 
College  and  they’ve  been  meeting 
at  a different  college  .every  year 
since. 


Most  of  the  attendees  teach  some 
microbiology,  he  said,  adding  that 
the  association  is  an  inclusive 
organization  open  only  to  Ontano 
college  faculty  who  teach  bio- 
sciences. 

“The  purpose  of  the  conference 
is  professional  development,”  said 
Latour,  “and  the  topics  are  usually 
whatever  is  more  current  and 
applies  to  teaching  biology.” 

One  of  the  main  sessions  on 
June  11  was  a presentation  of 
the  Private  School  Authoring 
Program.  The  prize-winning  soft- 
ware package  created  by 
Conestoga  faculty  members  Brad 
and  Nancy  Nelson  helps  teachers 
create  their  own  computer-based 
course  ware. 

The  keynote  speaker  on 
Thursday  morning  was  Dr. 
Carlton  Gyles  from  the  University 
of  Guelph’s  Ontario  Veterinary 
College.  Latour  said  Gyles  talked 
mostly  about  verotoxins  in  human 


and  animal  diseases  and  some  of 
the  recent  cases  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Hamburger  disease  in  the 
United  States. 

“It  was  very  interesting  to  learn 
about  the  various  classifications  of 
toxins,  how  they’re  identified  and 
how  they  spread,”  Latour  said. 

Other  speakers  were  Dr.  Quinn 
Rivet  of  the  Canadian  College  of 
Naturopathic  Medicine  and  Dr. 
Donald  Munroe,  manager  of 
discovery  biology  at  Allelix 
Biopharmaceuticals  Inc.,  a 
Canadian  based  company  and 
world  leader  in  biotechnology. 

Latour  said  Munroe ’s  presenta- 
tion on  genetic  engineering  was 
one  of  the  highlights  of  the  day. 

“Genetic  engineering  is  here  to 
stay,”  he  said,  adding  he  doesn’t 
understand  why  people  are  so 
afraid  of  it,  especially  since  it’s 
not  a new  concept. 

“It’s  simply  a new  term  for  what 
we’ve  been  doing  since  antiquity. 
Breeding  plants,  trees,  and  dogs  is 
simply  another  form  of  genetic 
engineering.  Except  that  you’re 
playing  with  sperm  and  eggs  by 
choosing  what  you  put  together. 
Now  we  can  actually  play  with  the 
DNA.” 

A hands-on  workshop,  on  using 
the  Internet  as  a tool  in  biology, 
was  held  all  day  Friday  by  Dawn 
Mercer  of  Seneca  College  in 
Toronto. 

He  said  he  enjoys  the  conference 
because  it’s  a good  way  to  make 
contacts  with  other  colleges.  He 
would  like  for  the  French-speak- 
ing colleges  in  Ontario  to  get 
involved  in  the  organization. 


Continued  from  Page  one 

the  proposal,  interviews,  and  revi- 
sions necessary  to  meet  the  task 
force’s  criteria. 

Funding  of  $600,854  for  1998 
will  be  prorated,  because  some  of 
the  positions  won’t  be  started  until 
Auguat  or  September,  Mainland 
said. 

“Taking  into  consideration  that 
we  won’t  have  as  many  computer 
costs  in  that  year,  probably  the  sec- 
ond, third  and  fourth  year  will 
each  be  aboout  $700,000.  So  I fig- 


ure $2.7  million  is  the  total  bud- 
get.” 

Giffin  said  the  learning  opportu- 
nities task  force  will  bring  all  the 
partners  in  the  projects  together  in 
September  to  establish  a commu- 
nications link. 

“Our  role  has  changed.  Before 
we  were  responsible  for  determin- 
ing what  facilities  would  be 
included  in  the  funding.  Now  we 
will  work  with  them  to  help  make 
the  programs  successful,”  Giffin 
said. 


Paul  Latour,  who  teaches  physics  and  microbiology  at  Conestoga 
College,  says  the  CBA  was  started  in  1987  by  biology  teachers 
across  Ontario  at  a meeting  at  Humber  College. 

(Photo  by  Jeannette  Altwegg) 
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Money  vs.  morality 

Do  the  right  thing  and  let  Kennedy  rest 


The  price  of  extortion 
and  moral  values  has 
just  gone  up. 

The  asking  amount  for 
the  home  video  of  the 
John  F.  Kennedy 
assassination,  filmed 
by  Abraham  Zapruder 
on  Nov.  22,  1963,  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  is  now 
$18.5  million. 

Henry  Zapruder,  a Washington  tax 
attorney  and  son  of  Abraham  who  died 
in  1970,  is  asking  for  the  sum  from 
the  U.S.  federal  government  and  claims 
the  amount  is  only  a fraction  of  what  the 
film  is  worth. 

The  film  was  deposited  in  the  National 
Archives  film  vault  in  the  1970s  to 
preserve  it. 

And,  in  1992,  a law  was  passed  by 
Congress  which  in  turn  created  the 
Assassination  Records  Review  Board. 

In  1997,  that  board  said  the  home  video 
now  belonged  to  the  government. 

Now,  a government  board  will  have 
to  determine  how  much  to  compensate 
the  Zapruder  family  for  the  rights  to  the 
film. 

So,  how  did  Zapruder  come  up  with 
$18.5  million  as  the  asking  price? 

From  the  beginning,  the  Zapruder 
family  gained  from  the  film.  It  was  the 
Kennedy  family  that  endured  a loss  that 
fateful  day. 


Other  than  through  non-commercial 
use,  the  Zapruder  family  benefited 
financially  from  the  home  video,  which 
included  the  footage  being  shown  in 
Oliver  Stone’s  movie,  JFK. 

How  much  did  they  make  from  that? 

The  issue  should  be  a moral  one,  not  a 
financial  one. 

The  Zapruder  family  seems  to  be 

The  underlying  issue  is  to 
do  the  right  thing. 

Give  the  video  to  the 
government  free  of  charge 
and  let  Kennedy  rest. 


looking  at  this  from  a financial  view 
point.  But  the  underlying  issue  is  to  do 
the  right  thing. 

The  family  should  give  it  to  the  govern- 
ment free  of  charge  and  let  Kennedy  rest. 

They  should  not  be  profiting  from  his 
death. 

If  he  were  not  an  American  president, 
the  money  factor  would  not  be  an  issue. 

Other  than  greed,  what  possible 
explanation  could  the  Zapruders  have  for 
asking  $18.5  million  for  a 26-second 
video? 


The  almighty  dollar 
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Colleges  and  universities  are  equal 


Post-secondary  education 
is  a privilege,  no  matter 
where  it  is  taken. 

The  hype  over  colleges 
receiving  degree-granting 
status  has  prompted  a 
serious  look  at  post- 
secondary institutes. 

Why  do  colleges  feel 
they  have  to  grant 
degrees  to  be  competitive 
with  the  universities  in  the  surrounding 
areas? 

Colleges  and  universities  are  two 
completely  different  types  of  institutions. 
The  idea  of  colleges  giving  degrees  is 
highly  desirable,  but  is  it  necessary? 

If  and  when  colleges  are  able  to  give 
degrees  as  recognition  of  superior 
education,  the  line  between  these  two 
very  different  types  of  education  will 
become  blurred. 

Degree-granting  status  would  be 
beneficial  to  colleges,  and  I do  believe 
it  is  something  that  should  be  looked  into 
further. 

However,  if  colleges  do  not  receive  the 
permission  to  give  degrees  I do  not  believe 
their  reputations  will  suffer. 

I have  had  the  experience  of  both  worlds, 
those  being  university  and  college,  and  I 
cannot  decidedly  say  which  is  better. 

When  I first  applied  to  Conestoga 


College  I believed  I was  taking  a step 
down  in  my  education.  How  could  I say  I 
was  going  to  community  college  after 
attending  the  University  of  Western 
Ontario? 

It  is  exactly  this  pompous  attitude 
that  contributes  to  the  destruction  of  a 
college’s  reputation. 

I was  embarrassed  to  say  that  I was  going 
to  college,  until  about  the  first  week  of  my 
college  career  was  over.  Soon  I began  to 
look  at  my  new  education  from  a different 
perspective. 

In  fact,  my  education  at  Conestoga  has 
broadened  my  outlook  on  life.  Not  only 
have  my  skills  for  my  preferred  choice 
of  employment  been  refined,  but  I have 
had  the  experience  of  learning  with  a 
group  of  people  I would  not  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  meet  in  university. 

The  diversity  of  the  people  in  my 
program  is  unbelievable.  Because  the 
journalism  program  relies  on  the  close 
interaction  of  students  for  its  success,  I 
have  benefitted. 

At  Western,  there  were  mature  students  in 
my  classes,  but  interaction  with  them  was 
not  encouraged.  Here  I have  found  myself 
enlightened  about  the  world  that  awaits  me 
by  these  people. 

I have  been  taught  a number  of  things 
by  my  fellow  students  at  college  that 
I could  never  have  learned  from  any 


professor  at  university. 

Speaking  of  instructors,  the  teachers  I 
have  had  here  also  made  a difference  in  my 
college  career. 

At  Western  I was  lucky  to  be  in  a program 
where  the  class  sizes  were  limited.  My 
English  classes  were  no  larger  than  30 
people,  and  I was  called  by  my  name  by 
my  professors. 

But  never  did  I have  any  intimate 
conversations  with  my  professors,  unless, 
of  course,  they  were  criticizing  my  essays 
in  private  meetings. 

At  college,  I actually  have  conversations 
pertaining  to  things  other  than  school  with 
my  teachers.  I have  met  the  children  of  one 
of  my  teachers,  learned  that  another 
instructor  is  writing  a book,  and  found  out 
that  life  does  not  get  any  easier  as  you  get 
older. 

Besides  the  skills  I have  learned,  it  is 
these  things  for  which  I am  particularly 
grateful. 

When  teachers  take  an  interest  in  your 
lives,  when  they  encourage  conversation 
outside  of  the  classroom,  is  when  you 
really  want  to  do  well  for  them. 

Now  that  my  stay  at  Conestoga  is  almost 
over,  I can  proudly  say  that  I am  one  of  the 
alunmi  of  the  college. 

And  for  that  I thank  everyone  who  has 
helped  me  realize  that  college  is  equally  as 
fantastic  as  university. 
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Cycle  Ontario  holds  second  annual  bike  tour 


By  Michael  Hilborn 

They  came  from  as  far  away  as 
Ohio,  Quebec  and  even  Europe. 

By  mid-afternoon  on  June  20, 
the  field  behind  the  recreation  cen- 
tre at  Conestoga’s  Doon  campus 
resembled  a colony  of  multi- 
colored beehives  adrift  on  a sea  of 
green  as  750  cyclists  gathered  in 
preparation  for  a seven-day  trek 
through  southwestern  Ontario. 

The  Cycle  Ontario  Experience 
kicked  off  its  second  annual 
fundraising  tour  in  30  C tempera- 
tures as  the  cyclists  pitched  their 
tents,  checked  their  bikes  and  went 
over  the  route  before  departing  on 
June  21  for  the  first  leg  of  their 
trip. 

The  550-kilometre  tour  will 
have  taken  them  through  Brant- 
ford, Beamsville,  Niagara  Falls, 
Welland  and  Cayuga,  before 
returning  to  Doon  on  June  27. 

Tour  director  George  Kraemer 
was  busy  greeting  the  cyclists, 
some  of  whom  were  on  last  year’s 
trek. 

Kraemer  said  the  only  real 
difference  between  this  year  and 


last  is  the  heat,  but  he  didn’t  see 
any  problems. 

“They’ll  (the  cyclists)  be 
drinking  water  like  crazy.  Most 
cyclists  know  that  dehydration  is 
the  number-one  enemy,”  he  said. 

Kraemer  said  there  will  be  rest 
stops  at  regular  intervals  so  the 
cyclists  can  refill  their  water 
bottles  whenever  necessary.  Just  in 
case,  the  St.  John  Ambulance  will 
be  in  attendance  with  a “sag 
wagon”  to  tend  to  those  who  fall 
by  the  wayside. 

Kraemer  said  people  will  be 
going  at  their  own  pace  so  there 
was  no  pressure  to  keep  up  with 
the  pack. 

Ontario  Provincial  Police  Const. 
Angie  MacKay  is  the  community 
service  officer  from  the  Brantford 
detachment. 

She  said  she  was  there  to  greet 
people  and  let  them  know  there 
would  be  a police  presence  along 
the  route. 

“My  job  is  to  make  them  feel 
welcome,  comfortable  and  safe,” 
she  said. 

McKay  said  she  was  handing  out 
literature  explaining  the  rules  of 


the  road  to  the  out-of-province 
cyclists  who  may  not  be  familiar 
with  procedures  in  Ontario. 

Don  Gates  is  a locksmith  from 
Toronto.  Dressed  in  a colorful 
T-shirt  and  clown  makeup,  he  was 
a prominent  feature  as  he  helped 
people  register  for  the  event. 

Like  McKay,  he  was  one  of  the 
unofficial  greeters  who  was  there 
to  answer  questions. 

One  of  the  people  preparing  to  go 
was  Thomas  Kaudelka.  Kaudelka 
is  an  OPP  officer  from  the 
Downsview  detachment  in  Tor- 
onto. He  said  he  was  enthusiastic 
about  the  adventure. 

“This  is  a vacation  for  me,”  he 
said.  “It’s  excellent.  I did  it  last 
year.  The  weather  was  great,  the 
organization  was  great  and  the 
food  was  excellent.” 

As  an  experienced  cyclist, 
Kaudelka  said  he  was  well  pre- 
pared for  the  heat. 

He  estimated  he  could  go  20  to 
25  kilometres  on  one  litre  of  water, 
if  he  didn’t  push  too  hard. 

The  weather  forecast  calls  for 
temperatures  to  remain  at  or  near 
30  C for  die  entire  week. 


OPP  Const.  Angie  MacKay  and  Don  Gates  were  on  hand  to  greet 
the  750  or  so  cyclists  who  participated  in  the  tour. 


Sean  Snider  (left)  of  Cornwall,  Benoit  Fleury  (centre)  of  Ottawa,  and  Chico  DiCola  (right)  of  Cornwall  Toronto  police  officer  Thomas  Kaudelka  participated  in  the  bike 
participated  again  this  year  in  the  Cycle  Ontario  tour.  tour  June  21 . (Photos  by  Michael  Hiibom) 


Doon  student  killed  in  motoiroycle  accident 


By  Ned  Bekavac 

One  of  ttie  diings  Martin  Novak 
will  be  remembered  for  is  his 
siatjse  of  humor  and  his  ^ility  to 
make  his  peers  laugh. 

Novak,  a third-year  tool  and  die 
aj^mmtice  at  Conestoga  Colleps, 
died  after  he  lost  control  of  his 
BK^rcycie  and  crashed  on  the 
mmnmgofPriday,  June  19, 

The  acadent  took  place  at  2:30 
a.m,  cm  Ct^son  Drive,  near 
Whiskey  Jack’s  located  in  the 
Vlctoriav  Street-Natdhez 


Nov^,  22,  was  riding  from  his 
work  at  Technologies  2000,  and 
planning  to  meet  friends  at 
Whiskey  Jack’s,  bis  favorite 
hangout.  He  lost  control  of  his 
motorcycle  and  hit  a culvert, 
the  Kitchener-Waterloo  Record 
reported  June  22. 

What  remains  at  the  scene  of  ihe 
acci^nt  is  a testament  to  the 
impact  Novak,  a graduate  of  St 
Mary’s  high  school  in  downtown 
Kitcheuer,  had  on  his  family  atul 
friends. 

K Howers  and  other  expressions 
of ; symp^y  lace  the  Carson 


Drive  location. 

Also  at  the  scene  of  the  accident 
are  the  football  jerseys  worn  by 
his  St  Maty’s  teammates. 

In  front  of  the  shrine  lies  a 
simple  spray-painted  message  on 
the  road  that  reads  Martin  Novak 
- We  Love  You. 

Novak’s  funeral  was  held  June 
21  at  Schreiter-Sandrock  Memo- 
rial Grove  and  was  attended  by 
hundreds  of  friends,  relatives, 
peers  mrd  teachers. 

David  Guistini,  a 2l-year-old 
robotics  student  at  Conestoga 
College  and  a life-long  friend  of 


Novak’s,  says  he  “always  had  a 
smile  cm  bis  face.  He  was  such  a 
fun-loving  guy.” 

Gui^tim  purchased  his  motorcy- 
cle at  the  same  time  Novak  did, 
but  says  he  will  no  longer  ride. 

“I  don’t  plan  on  riding  my  bike 
after  this,”  Guisdni  said. 

Novak  is  smvived  by  his  parents 
Jaroslav  and  Ivana  Novak  of 
Kitchener;  brother  Petr  Novak  of 
Texas;  and  brother  Michael 
Plecity  of  Kitchener. 

Noting  the  difficulty  Novak’s 
parents  have  had  dealing  with 
their  loss,  Guistini  said  he  was 


happy  that  so  many  people  turned 
out  at  the  ceremony, 

“I’m  sure  it  was  comforting  for 
his  parents  to  see  all  those  people 
there,”  Guistini  said.  “But  it’s 
really  sad  that  a father  has  to 
spend  Fadier’s  Day  at  his  son’s 
toeral.” 

lymone  Hardman,  21,  a second- 
year  robotics  student  at  Coi^s- 
toga,  became  friends  with  Novak 
after  meeting  him  at  ihe  college. 

“‘If  you  ain’t  fat,  you  ain’t 
nothin,’  he  always  joked,” 
Hardman  said.  “Martin  had  just 
die  greatest  sense  of  humor.” 


OFF  CAMPUS 
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Music  lovers  of  all  ages 
attended  the  Sounds 
of  Summer  festival  on 
June  19  to  21  at 
Waterloo  Park.  Director 
of  personnel  Lorna 
Schwartzentruber  said 
the  event  is  held  yearly 
to  celebrate  the 
beginning  of  summer. 

(Photo  by  Anita  Santarossa) 


15  years  of  sun,  fun  and  entertainment 

Sounds  of  Summer  attracts  concert  goers  and  sunbathers 


Singer  Craig  Norris  and  bassist  Will  Key  from  The  Kramdens  were 
at  the  Id  magazine  stage  during  the  Sounds  of  Summer  festival  at 
Waterloo  Park  on  June  21 . (Photo  by  Usa  Roberts) 


The  Watchmen  were  among  many  artists  featured  at  the  main 
stage  of  the  Sounds  of  Summer  festival  at  the  Waterloo  Park  on 
June  20.  Other  groups  which  performed  at  that  stage  were  The 
Killjoys,  Copyright,  and  Chantal  Kreviazuk.  (Photo  by  usa  Roberts) 


The  success  of 
the  festival 
depends  on 
local  volunteers 
who  come  out 
to  help  with 
gating,  security, 
information, 
and  cleanup 

By  Anita  Santarossa 

This  year  marks  the  15th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Sounds  of  Summer 
Music  Festival  held  at  Waterloo 
Park  June  19  to  21. 

According  to  historical  data 
compiled  by  the  board  of  directors 
committee  of  the  festival,  the  orig- 
inal idea  of  the  festival  actually 
goes  back  31  years  to  1967  when 
the  city  decided  to  hold  an  event 
celebrating  Canada’s  Centennial, 
calling  it  Waterloo  Days. 

A family  event 

The  family  event  was  located  at 
Waterloo  Park  for  a community 
picnic.In  1983,  the  event’s  name 
has  changed  to  Sounds  of  Summer. 

The  change  was  meant  to  antici- 
pate audience  participation  from 
more  than  just  the  City  of 
Waterloo. 

Because  the  festival  featured 
musical  talent,  the  Sounds  of 


Summer  became  the  Sounds  of 
Summer  Music  Festival  in  1989. 

For  the  next  five  years  the 
festival  moved  to  uptown  Waterloo 
where  a section  of  King  Street  was 
closed  off  to  accommodate  a com- 
munity street  party. 

Several  bars  and  pubs  in  the 
uptown  area  participated  through 
sponsorship. 

Due  to  bylaws  and  city  regula- 
tions, the  event  moved  back  to  the 
park,  where  groups  of  large  num- 
bers could  be  better  monitored. 

Ever  since  this  move,  the  Sounds 
of  Summer  Music  Festival  has 
stayed  within  the  west  side  of 
Waterloo  Park. 

Pub  crawl  continues 

An  extension  of  the  festival, 
called  Nightsounds,  was  added 
this  year  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
pub  crawl,  which  took  place 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights. 

The  festival’s  current  mandate 
strives  to  provide  the  public  with 
entertainment  of  interest  to  chil- 
dren, youth  and  families. 

Organizers  of  the  event  want  to 
appeal  to  a large  spectrum  of  peo- 
ple and  make  the  event  attractive 
to  vendors,  as  well  as  develop 
awareness  of  local  cultures. 

Director  of  personnel  Loma 
Schwartzentruber  said,  “The  event 
encourages  youth,  family  and  pret- 
ty much  anyone  who  loves  music 
to  come  out  and  celebrate  the 
beginning  of  summer.” 

This  year’s  kids’  events  (Kidfest) 
had  everything,  ranging  from 
beanbag  tosses  to  dancing  to  chil- 
dren’s musical  entertainment. 

The  15th  anniversary  festival  was 


presented  by  CKCO,  CTV,  the 
Brick  Brewery  and  the  City  of 
Waterloo.  Community  partners 
associated  with  the  festival  were 
Rogers  Community  TV,  KOOL 
FM,  and  id  magazine. 

‘The  event  encourages 
youth,  family  ancf  pretty 
much  anyone  who  loves 
music  to  come  out  and 
celebrate  the  beginning 
of  summer,” 

Lorna  Schwartzentruber, 
director  of  personnel 


Volunteers  make  it  happen 

What  makes  the  event  come 
together  are  the  20  volunteers  of 
the  board  of  directors  committee, 
who  begin  organizing  at  the  end  of 
every  summer  for  the  following 
year,  said  Schwartzentruber. 

Approximately  125  volunteers 
from  the  community  come  out  to 
help  with  gating,  security,  infor- 
mation, vending,  setting  up  and 
taking  down  the  various  booths 
and  tents,  she  said. 

“The  success  of  the  festival 
depends  on  volunteers,”  said 
Schwartzentruber. 

She  said  some  new  events  are 
already  in  the  works  for  the 
upcoming  year,  one  of  them  being 
a micro  brewery  festival  to  become 
an  addition  to  the  main  musical 
festival. 
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The  Minitures 


their  eclectic  mix  to  music  festival 


Kitchener  band  The  Minitures  played  at  the  Waterloo  Sounds  of  Summer  festival  on  June  20.  Band 
members  (from  left  to  right)  are:  Shawn  Feeney,  Nick  Skalkos,  Chris  Finn,  Ian  Smith  and  Steve 
Toms.  (Photo  by  Anita  Santarossa) 


Adding 

By  Lisa  Roberts 

Several  years  of  attending  the 
Sounds  Of  Summer  music  festival 
finally  paid  off  for  Kitchener- 
based  band  The  Minitures,  as  they 
added  their  eclectic  mix  of  sound 
to  the  yearly  event. 

The  festival,  which  has  been  25 
years  in  the  running,  took  place  at 
Waterloo  Park  June  20  and  21. 

Several  bands  played  on  two 
stages  that  weekend,  one  of  the 
stages  being  specially  designated 
for  independant  artists  and  spon- 
sored by  Id  magazine. 

The  Minitures  were  the  main 
attraction  at  the  Id  stage  during 
Saturday’s  performances.  Wearing 
their  traditional  garb  of  bright 
tomato-red  mechanics’  jumpsuits. 
The  Minitures  satisfied  the  most 
diverse  of  musical  tastes  within 
their  30-minute  time  slot. 

Singer  and  guitarist  Ian  Smith 
was  somewhat  physically 
restrained  during  their  perfor- 
mance, as  he  nursed  a broken  foot. 
“I  injured  my  foot  playing  hock- 
ey,” he  said. 

However,  guitarist  Chris  Finn 
revealed  the  true  story.  “He  fell 
two  stories  from  a parking  garage 
in  Toronto  after  the  Conestoga  bat- 
tle of  the  bands  at  York 
University,”  he  said. 


The  Minitures  didn’t  win  first 
place  at  the  competition  in 
Toronto,  but  did  gamer  first  place 
at  a similar  contest  at  Mrs. 
Robinson’s  a few  weeks  later. 

Finn,  a former  journalism  student 
at  Conestoga,  and  drummer  Nick 
Skalkos,  said  the  band  was  excited 
to  show  off  both  their  music  and 
merchandise  for  the  annual  festi- 
val. 

In  lieu  of  a CD,  which  the  band  is 
currently  recording,  fans  could 
purchase  Frisbees  and  lunchboxes 
which  were  emblazoned  with  the 
band’s  logo.  Frisbees  cost  $3  and 
lunchboxes  were  $6.  Both  were 
available  at  the  HMV  booth  that 
weekend. 

“It’s  our  summer  survival  kit,” 
explained  Finn.  “Nick  did  them  up 
himself,  and  he  did  the  logos.” 

The  Minitures’  lineup  is  complet- 
ed by  bassist  Steve  Toms  and  per- 
cussionist Shawn  Feeney. 

Band  members  have  been  attend- 
ing Sounds  Of  Summer  for  the 
past  four  years,  Skalkos  said, 
adding  that  the  experience  helped 
in  reducing  any  nervousness  about 
performing. 

“The  whole  city  comes  Out  to  see 
bands  and  play,”  Skalkos  said.  “It’s 
almost  communal.” 

Skalkos  said  the  band  was 
pleased  with  the  treatment  bands 


got  in  VIP  tents. 

“There  are  flushable  port-a-pot- 
ties  and  free  beer  - that’s  class,”  he 
said. 

The  Minitures’  music  conjures 
up  images  of  various  influences, 
ranging  from  experimental  jazz, 
the  guitar  explorations  of  the  late 
Frank  Zappa,  and  The  Grateful 
Dead.  During  their  half-hour  set, 
they  drew  polite  and  appreciative 
applause  from  the  crowd  that  grew 
as  the  set  progressed. 


Skalkos  said  the  band  was 
pleased  with  the  turnout.  “We’re 
interested  in  seeing  a good  crowd 
more  than  seeing  any  bands,”  he 
said. 

Skalkos  also  revealed  that  the 
band  was  negotiating  with  Dave’s 
Records  Of  Guelph  (DROG),  a 
local  record  label,  about  distribut- 
ing their  CD  when  it’s  released. 

“The  whole  DROG  thing  got 
started  at  the  North  By  Northeast 
conferences  in  ‘96,”  Skalkos  said. 


“There  was  one  club  with  just 
DROG  bands,  so  we  went,  and  we 
met  the  Dissemblers  and  Lewis 
Mellville.  It’s  basically  a distribu- 
tion company.  They  push  the  CD 
and  distribute  it  for  you.” 

The  Minitures  asked  Dave 
Teichroeb,  the  founder  of  DROG, 
if  he  would  distribute  their  CD, 
Skalkos  said. 

“They  said  they’ll  be  there  for  us 
if  we  want  to  go  to  them  for  distri- 
bution,” he  said. 


Conestoga  student  debuts 
at  Sounds  of  Summer  festival 

By  Anita  Santarossa  fT  ^ 


Creating  their  own  sounds  at  the  Sounds  of  Summer  festival  at 
Waterloo  Park  on  June  20  were  members  of  the  Kitchener  band 
Derivation.  Band  members  are  (back  from  left):  Holland  Sike,  Olaf 
Szester,  Chris  Pepper;  (front  from  left),  Brooke  Parry  and  Wojtek 
Kubicki.  (Photo  by  Anita  Santarossa) 


How  do  you  define  a band 
without  comparing  them  to 
other  well-known  names  in  the 
industry?  Derivation’s  drummer 
Olaf  Szester’s  solution  is  “we 
are  original  and  are  creating  a 
sound  for  others  to  define  them- 
selves by.” 

Guitarist  Rolland  Sike  says  the 
band  really  isn’t  concerned  with 
defining  their  music,  but  if  people 
need  to  make  some  kind  of 
connection  they  could  be  seen  as 
alternative  in  the  broad  spectrum 
of  things. 

Derivation  has  quite  the  mix  of 
ethnic  backgrounds  with  guitarist 
Wojtek  Kubicki  and  Szester  both 
from  Poland,  Sike  from  Romania, 
bass  guitarist  Chris  Pepper  from 
Kitchener  and  lead  vocalist 
Brooke  Parry  from  Bright,  Ont. 

In  an  interview  before  their 
performance  at  the  Sounds  of 
Summer  Festival  in  Waterloo  Park 
June  20,  it  was  difficult,  at  times, 
to  keep  track  of  answers  because 
each  had  a different  one  for  every 
question. 

Between  sarcastic  remarks, 
Szester’s  whining  that  he  is  seen  as 
the  lonesome  drummer,  and  all 
their  humorous  attacks  on  one 
another,  they  finally  agreed  on  one 
thing. 

“We  love  each  other,”  said  Parry, 
while  Szester  threw  in  his  com- 
ment, “In  more  ways  than  one.” 

Szester  and  Kubicki  were  friends 
in  Poland  before  they  came  to 
Canada.  The  band  slowly  emerged 
when  Szester  and  Kubicki  took 
their  two-man  band  to  Stratford  to 
play. 

There  they  met  Parry,  who  is  a 


first  year  journalism  student  at 
Conestoga  College. 

Pepper  bumped  into  Kubicki  and 
Szester  at  Resurrection  high 
school  where  the  three  of  them  go 
to  school. 

Sike  attends  Eastwood  collegiate 
and  hooked  up  with  the  band 
because  he  was  friends  with 
Pepper. 

TTie  band  has  been  together  and 
performing  for  the  past  21/5,  said 
Sike,  with  Kubiki  writing  the 
music  and  Parry  the  lyrics. 

Passionate  about  keeping  their 
individuality  and  uniqueness,  they 
all  agreed  that  they  aren’t  influ- 
enced by  any  particular  band. 

“Life  in  general  influences  us, 
and  we  each  bring  our  own  indi- 


vidual influences  to  the  creation  of 
our  music,”  said  Szester. 

As  for  their  future  they  aren’t 
sure  where  they  will  go,  said  Parry. 

“We  will  see  how  our  first  CD 
goes  and  if  it  works  out  we  will 
stick  together,”  she  said. 

Currently,  the  band  is  working  on 
their  CD,  Aura,  at  the  Toronto- 
based  production  studio.  Phase 
One,  with  manager  Paul  Irvine. 

Derivation  has  played  in  music 
festivals  such  as  North  by  North 
West  and  Canadian  Music  Week, 
both  held  in  Toronto.  Locally  they 
play  at  Mrs.  Robinson’s  where 
they  are  to  perform  June  28. 

The  band  will  be  appearing  dur- 
ing Conestoga  College’s  Doon 
campus  orientation  week  Sept.  1. 


Tatiana  brings  new  sounds 
to  pop  music  at  indie  stage 

By  Anita  Santarossa 


Kitchener  singer  Tatiana 
Braund  was  the  first  act  on 
the  id  magazine  stage  at  Water- 
loo’s Sounds  of  Summer  festi- 
val held  June  20  and  21. 

A recent  graduate  of  Resur- 
rection high  school,  Tatiana,  as 
she  prefers  to  be  known  as,  said 
she  began  singing  in  competi- 
tions two  years  ago  and  just 
took  up  the  guitar  this  past 
September. 

In  an  interview  before  her 
performance,  the  21 -year-old 
said  that  her  band  was  only 
formed  a week  ago. 

Jamey  Rosen  on  keyboards 
and  Adam  Bauman  on  percus- 
sion are  two  local  musicians 
who  joined  Tatiana  for  the 
Sounds  of  Summer  gig. 

“I  usually  perform  with  just 
Mike  (McNulty,  guitarist)  and 
myself  at  Planet  Fusion  in 
Kitchener.” 

Tatiana  said  she  has  been  per- 
forming at  local  bars  since 
September  of  ’97  and  is  cur- 
rently looking  for  a full-time 
band  to  support  her  powerful 
and  dynamic  voice. 

Besides  singing,  Tatiana  also 
plays  guitar  and  piano,  but  says 
she  hasn’t  written  any  songs  for 
the  piano  because  pianos  are 
difficult  and  costly  to  transport. 

Tatiana  is  currently  working 
on  recording  her  CD,  hoping  it, 
will  be  completed  for  the  fall  of 
’98,  but  has  a demo  tape, 
Jupiter  or  Mars,  out  right  now 
to  promote  her  talent. 

TTie  CD  will  include  Rosen, 
Bauman  and  other  musicians. 


“It  (the  CD)  is  in  its  experi- 
mental stages  right  now  so  sev- 
eral different  musicians  will  be 
contributing,”  she  said. 

Currently,  Tatiana  says,  she 
doesn’t  have  a defined  band  yet. 
She  hopes  the  CD  will  help  in 
forming  something  more  stable. 

Once  a solid  band  is  estab- 
lished, Tatiana  hopes  to  per- 
form at  more  festivals.  Her  goal 
is  the  perform  at  Lilith  Fair. 

She  classifies  her  music  as 
“poppy  with  a bit  of  country 
and  folk.” 

Her  musical  inspiration  is 
Tori  Amos  though  she  added 
she  doesn’t  echo  any  particular 
artist  with  her  music. 


Kitchener  singer  Tatiana 
Braund  was  the  first  act  on 
the  id  magazine  stage  at 
Waterloo  Park  June  20. 

(Photo  by  Anita  Santarossa) 
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More  lockers  to  make  college  life  easier 


Ed  Fox  (left)  and  Darryl  Hunzinger  move  more  lockers  onto  the  fourth  floor  June  1 1 


(Photo  by  Amanda  Pickling) 


By  Amanda  Pickling 

Carrying  all  of  your  books  in 
your  school  bag  is  a hassle.  But 
now,  students  will  be  able  to  make 
quick  stops  at  their  lockers 
between  classes  at  Conestoga 
College  because  they  will  be  con- 
veniently located  near  their  class- 
es. 

On  June  11,  142  new  lockers 
were  installed  at  the  Doon  campus. 
Thirty-six  were  added  in  the  A 
wing  across  from  Room  2A29,  and 
106  more  lockers  can  be  found  on 
the  fourth  floor  across  from  rooms 
4B12  and  4B15,  said  Donna 
Runions,  manager  of  college  aca- 
demic administrative  services. 

The  fourth  floor  was  an  area  that 
needed  more  lockers,  said  Barry 
Milner,  manager  of  physical 
resources. 

Marilyn  D’Mello,  support  staff  in 
campus  administration,  said  other 
areas,  such  as  the  business  wing, 
needed  lockers  as  well,  but  did  not 
get  them. 

Milner  said  a six-foot  width  must 
be  maintained  in  the  hallways,  and 


the  D wing  would  have  been  too 
narrow  if  more  lockers  were 
installed. 

Increased  enrolment  was  one  rea- 
son for  more  lockers,  said 
Runions.  The  college  also  lost  a 
bank  of  lockers  in  the  early  child- 
hood education  building  when  the 
Tallpines  Day  Care  Centre  moved 
to  the  Doon  location  and  the  lock- 
ers had  to  be  used  for  the  children 
to  store  their  gear  in. 

Accommodation  for  students  was 
also  a determining  factor  for  the 
installation  of  the  lockers,  said 
Runions. 

Students  always  want  to  have 
lockers  near  the  majority  of  their 
classes,  said  D’Mello. 

“We  try  our  best  to  assign  lockers 
in  close  proximity  to  the  student’s 
program,”  said  Runions. 

The  lockers  came  from  storage 
areas,  so  the  only  cost  was  the  time 
of  the  plant  staff  to  install  them, 
said  Runions. 

Currently  the  numbers  are  not  on 
the  lockers,  but  are  on  order  and 
will  be  installed  over  the  course  of 
the  summer,  said  Milner. 


Off  campus 


Hope  surfaces 
in  continuing  fight 
against  breast  cancer 


By  Melanie  Spencer 

Health  Minister  Allan  Rock 
unveiled  a $45-million  strategy, 
June  1 8,  to  fight  breast  cancer  at 
Princess  Margaret  Hospital  in 
Toronto. 

The  money  for  the  Canadian 
Breast  Cancer  Initiative,  esta- 
blished in  1992  in  response  to  a 
House  of  Commons  Standing 
Committee  report,  will  come 
from  Health  Canada  and  the 
Medical  Research  Council  of 
Canada,  a federal  agency. 

Health  Canada  will  donate  $35 
million,  including  $20  million 
for  prevention,  early  detection, 
screening  and  supporting  vari- 
ous community  groups  and 
networks,  according  to  a Health 
Canada  bulletin. 

The  money  will  also  help 
provide  easier  access  to  infor- 
mation for  women  living  with 
breast  cancer,  and  for  their 
family  members. 

Educating  medical  profession- 


als and  the  public,  treatment  and 
monitoring  of  the  disease  will 
also  be  part  of  the  government’s 
strategy. 

The  research  council  will 
contribute  $10  million  to 
the  Canadian  Breast  Cancer 
Research  Initiative,  the  research 
division  of  the  organization,  the 
bulletin  said. 

According  to  the  National 
Cancer  Institute  of  Canada,  the 
number  of  cases  of  breast 
cancer  have  been  increasing 
slowly  but  steadily  since  1981, 
at  a rate  of  about  one  and  a half 
per  cent  per  year. 

This  resulted  in  an  estimated 
18,400  new  cases  in  1997  and 
5,100  deaths,  according  to  the 
institute. 

By  infusing  cash  into  the 
fight  against  breast  cancer,  the 
health  minister  was  fulfilling 
the  federal  Liberal  govern- 
ment’s election  promise  to 
expand  the  Canadian  Breast 
Cancer  Initiative. 
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Movie  review 


Ford’s  hot,  Heche’s  not 

Six  Days,  Seven  Nights  escapes  reaiity 


By  Melanie  Spencer 

It’s  a proven  and  traditional 
setup  — a man  and  a woman,  who 
seemingly  despise  each  other,  are 
thrown  together  in  isolation,  and 
love  blooms.  That’s  the  basic 
premise  for  the  new  romantic 
adventure/comedy  Six  Days,  Seven 
Nights,  starring  Harrison  Ford  and 
Aime  Heche. 

Robin  Monroe  (Heche)  is  a busy 
New  York  magazine  editor.  Her 
boyfriend,  Frank  Martin,  played 
by  Friends  star  David  Schwimmer, 
surprises  her  with  a romantic 
vacation  in  the  South  Pacific. 
Shortly  after  arriving,  she  is  called 
to  supervise  an  emergency  photo 
shoot  on  the  island  of  Tahiti, 
leaving  Frank  behind. 

Desperate  to  get  to  Tahiti,  she 
bribes  Quinn  Harris  (Ford),  who 
left  behind  his  complicated  life  to 
become  a chartered  pilot  in 
paradise,  to  fly  her  there.  But  on 
the  way,  a tropical  storm  forces 


Quinn  to  crash-land  the  plane, 
leaving  them  stranded  on  a remote 
island. 

This  is  where  their  adventures 
begin.  Here  they  battle  the 
elements  of  this  island  paradise 
and,  of  all  things,  pirates,  which 
forces  them  to  rely  on  each  other. 

While  the  adventurous  elements 
are  sometimes  far-fetched  (one 
wonders  when  Heche  found  the 
time  to  freshen  her  lipstick  while 
running  from  the  pirates),  the 
comic  episodes  more  than  make 
up  for  it 

The  comic  banter  between  Ford 
and  Heche  conjures  up  images  of 
Star  Wars  scoundrel  Han  Solo  and 
the  feisty  Princess  Leia.  While 
Ford  successfully  portrays  the 
sensitive  rogue  underneath  a 
rugged  exterior,  Heche’s  character 
is  not  as  believable.  She’s  out  to 
prove  that  she’s  more  than  Ellen 
DeGeneres’  girlfriend. 

But  this  former  soap  opera  star 
and  Emmy  winner  tries  too  hard  to 


be  convincing  and  she  simply 
becomes  nauseating,  as  a few 
members  of  the  audience  pointed 
out 

As  for  Schwimmer,  his  character 
bears  a striking  resemblance  to  his 
television  persona,  Ross  Geller. 
Thinking  the  love  of  his  life  is 
dead,  he  seeks  comfort  in  the  arms 
of  Quinn’s  occasional  girlfriend, 
Angelica,  played  by  Jacqueline 
Obradors. 

The  setting  and  the  adventurous 
elements  of  this  screenplay, 
written  by  Michael  Browning  and 
directed  by  Ivan  Reitman,  are 
reminiscent  of  Romancing  the 
Stone. 

Despite  its  far-fetched  adventure 
segments.  Six  Days,  Seven  Nights 
is  an  enjoyable  movie  but  as  a 
romantic  comedy.  Although  it  is 
not  intellectually  challenging,  it 
provides  a two-hour  escape  from 
reality. 

Rating: 


Ever  wonder. . . 

Paul  Latour,  academic  support  at  Doon  campus,  says  the  Spoke  newspaper  got  its  name  from  the 
wagon  wheels  of  the  Conestoga  wagon  in  the  woodworking  building.  Latour  has  been  at  the  college 
since  its  early  years.  (Photo  by  Jeannette  Altwegg) 


